A list of the species of birds, mammals and reptiles found dead along automobile roads in Iowa. On roads where the surface was good and speeding was possible the mortality was greatest, and on such a road 105 dead animals were counted in traversing 211 miles, 39 of them being Red-headed Woodpeckers, 53 of which were found dead on two successive automobile trips.
It is evident that the trap used by Prof. Rowan is defective in that "small wire ends" project inwardly at the edges of the trap. He is in error however, in stating that these' 'appear to be unavoidable," in fact, I fail to see any reason for leaving any wire ends projecting into the trap chambers. Three or four years ago the Biological Survey had made in the shops of the Department of Agriculture two experimental traps, using the exact specifications contained in Circular 170. In these traps there are no free ends of the wire netting projecting into the chambers.
There is however, a difficulty with this or any other cage trap made of half-inch mesh hardware cloth. Unless removed immediately (and even a careful •nd conscientious operator may be unable to make the rounds of his traps more often than once in two or three hours) some birds--particularly Sparrows and Finches--will so persistently force their bills through the netting as to cause severe abrasions at the base of the bill. This trouble was early recognized and measures were taken for its correction. The remedy was fully described in Prof. Rowan also cites the data in Department Bulletin 1268 that are marked with a dagger as possible supporting evidence to his claims. There was considerable question regarding the advisability of including in the tables these records, because it was foreseen that lacking complete information regarding each case, this very question might be brought up. It is believed that these records will prove of service in determining percentage rates of mortality among birds, and it must be stated that our cooperatom have evidenced a most commendable frankness and candidness in admitting accidents that were due to their own carelessness, inexperience, or the use of improperly constructed traps. So apparently honest have been these reports that I cannot agree with Prof. Rowan in' assuming that there are many cases where the cause of death is based entirely upon conjecture. There are, it is true, cases where the causes of death were unknown to the operator but they are almost always so 
